FEATURE | kentucky 2007

Aussie Upset
at Rolex Kentucky

Fredericks and Ben Along Time Win Their First CCl4*

By Amy J. Daum
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Coming off a late March win at the
Galway Downs CIC***-W, Tiana Coudray
and King Street made the 3,000-mile trek
from California where they train with Bea
and Derek di Grazia to test their mettle at
their first four-star. They bore the brunt of
the worst of Thursday’s weather, performing
a stellar dressage test despite cold sheets
of pouring rain and sloppy, muddy footing
(the Horse Park does a fantastic job with its
arena, but there’s only so much anyone can
do in those sorts of conditions). Coudray,

BELOW LEFT: Tiana Coudray and
King Street had to endure pouring rain and blustering wind during their dressage test on Thursday.
The judges rewarded their efforts with a 49.3 after the duo performed a brilliant test with some of
the weekend’s best flying changes.

© Brant Gamma.

Coudray gives King Street a well-deserved soggy
hug after a lovely test in the sudden downpour
bumped the pair up to the fourth place position
after the first day of dressage.
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18, stayed composed and rode what had to
have been one of the best tests of her life.
Despite the mud and rain, King Street,
a 12-year-old Irish Sport Horse gelding
by Master Imp, showed lovely suspen-
sion, rhythm, and some of the best flying
changes of the two days. The performance
put them in fourth with a score of 49.3,
though after the second day they dropped
to ninth—still impressive in a field of 44,
especially considering that the top nine
were split by less than 2.5 penalty points.
The pair looked very strong on the first
two-thirds of the Michael Etherington-
Smith’s (GBR) cross-country course,
making their way smoothly through the
Head of the Lake (notoriously difficult but
slightly softened this year), but coming to
grief at the next fence, the 3'11” high, 9'9”
base spread Creek Oxer. Coudray said she
knew they were in trouble a few strides

BELOW: King
Street jumped bravely around the Rolex course
for Young Rider Tiana Coudray until the gelding
slid into the Creek Oxer after the Head of the
Lake. Luckily, both he and Coudray emerged
unscathed from the fall.
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out. They came in at an off-stride, both
seemed to take a peek into the ditch before
take-off, and as a result King Street tried to
duck out but ended up in the ditch, while
Coudray was catapulted clear on the other
side. King Street stood quietly waiting for
a team to extricate him from the fence, and
Coudray jumped in to keep him company.
The cross-country crew had the pair back
on solid ground within minutes, and both
were unscathed, though decided to call

it a day.
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