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Heidemann Knocks The Rust Off
At Galway Downs CIC-W

Sara Lieser

Jessica Heidemann and
French Twist didn’t look a bit
rusty as they won the Galway
Downs CIC*** World Cup qualifier,
held April 1-3 in Temecula, Calif.

A slight  tendon  imjury  after
the Rolex Kentucky CCI last spring forced
Heidemann to give the Thoroughbred-
Belgian Warmblood cross some time off, and
Galway Downs was their first outing since
then, “He's an older horse, and 1 do as few
events as possible,” said Heidemann,

They put it all together at Galway Downs
to jump start their season and their quest to
compete in Germany at the Luhmuhlen
CCl in June,

Heidemann, 24, finished sixth after dres-
sage in the field of 15 riders on a score of 56.4,
hut she admitted that dressage
isn't  “Frenchie’s” favorite

phase, 1 love dressage, and he
hates dressage,” she said with
a smile, “It's the only time we
clash,”

Heidemann actually started
her equine career in dressage.
“1 always rode dressage. 1 loved
to jump, but [ wasn't able to
because the farms 1 rode at
didn’t do it,” she explained.

It wasn't until she was 16
that she rode in her first event.
“A Triend suggested eventing,
and after looking at the require-
ments | thought 1'd start out
preliminary,” Heidemann said.
Luckily, her friend was wiser

Torrential rains this spring in usually dry
southern California had riders throwing up
their hands in disgust as their conditioning
plans went out the window. Fortunately the
weather dried up twa weeks prior to the com
petition, giving course builder Bert Wood a
chance Lo restore the footing.

Clean And Fast

Heidemann was one of
only two riders to jump
around Michael Etherington-
Smith's CIC*** course clean and
within the time.

“He wusually does make
time,” zaid Heidemann, "He gets
upsel if | pick at hir, 20 1 usvally
let him do what he needs to do
between the fences,”

and made her ride at beginner
novice in her first event

“1 did one beginner
novice, and | was totally
hooked,” she said.

She soon rose through the

levels, riding at her first North
American  Young  Riders
Championship in 1998 with
her mare Gaily Gifted before

Jessica Heidemann blasted around the Galway Downs cross-country course to
win the CIC***-W aboard French Twist.

big drop |at fence 12A), and he stumbled before
the two big houses [12BC], but he had it."

Heidemann's fast round moved her into
second before show jumping, but she was feel-
ing nervous, “1I'm afraid to ride to the hase of
the fence at shows,” she explained. “1 feel like
I need to give him some room.”

But a recent schooling session with Capt.
Mark Phillips reinforced the idea that she
needs to vide him to the base of the fence for
him to jump around clean.

“Mark really stressed that | need to slow
my brain down,” said Heidemann, “When [ was
coming to the last fence [ saw the forward dis
tance, but I heard Mark in my head.”

She jumped the only clear round in her

division Lo move into first place, beat-

ing Lauren Whitlock and Kipling,
who had one fence down.,

Heidemann hopes to com-

pete at  the Luhmuhlen

CCI™*** but if that doesn't

work out, this win will make it

easier for her to attend the FEI

World Cup in Malmo, Sweden in

August,

Part of her prize package includ-
ed two weeks with food and lodging for
hersell and her horse in Germany at the
Gestut Hotel Reiterhof Altmouhlse, The family
of Matthias Schwarz, a fellow
competitor in the three-star,
offered this prize at their hotel
to help out with the expenses
for the World Cup.

Heidemann thought she
might remain in Burope and
train there over the summer,
but her part-ime job as the
information technology tech-
nician at Western Washington
IIniversity, close to her home
in Bellingham, Wash., made
that impossible.

“I " 1 dom't go to
Lubmubhlen, T might go Lo the
World Cup and stay on for
Burghley [CCI**** (England}]
in the fall,” said Heidemann.

% From Dancing To
Jumping

A different international
sport led Tiana Coudray to
start eventing and purchase
King Street, with whom she
waon the CIC**,

“l did Irish dancing,”

buying the more athletic
Frenchie from Peter Gray.

She and Frenchie were on the winning
one-star team at the 2000 NAYRC and won the
individual silver the next vear in the two-star,
They finished fifth at the 2003 Foxhall CCI*
(Ga.), but he injured a tendon that Seplember.

The old injuries made it all the more
important to Heidemann that the crew at
Galway Downs got the footing in order.

a little concerned about the
bounce into the second water because they
had a bobble at the same type of fence at
Kentucky, but he jumped in without any hesi-
lalion.

She was

“He's such an honest horse,” she said, “He's
so cocky and brave, and hes full of himsell,
which helps on erass-country, We came off the

explained  the 16-vear-old.
“There are three rounds with a
combined score, and the similarities made it
easy o cross over,”

Her family was in Ireland, where she
was competing at the dancing world
championships, when they began looking
for her first horse. They didn't find a horse
in lreland, but they did eventually settle
on an Irish Sport Horse. They bought
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into first place in the _ : iy
Galway Downs CIC**. : : .
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with a laugh. “I've proba-

bly ridden in more clinics

than lessons,”
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